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i, st the GOMOR mecting on 19 February 1953, it was
agread thet the DIA paper on the above subject | ., |0f4 ’
1§ Februsry should be redvafted foy submission to higher authority
i order to get coverage of Laeos, offered to do‘thiaa
~edraiting in the course of which he said he wished to get the views

of SLA.
& “he attached redraft is submitied for approval by

the COMODE a2t the mesting on Tohursday, 28 Feheouary,

sre 2luo recuested o advise at that time whather thie paper should

e submiited for approval oif the USLB,
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Juspification for Aerial Reconnaissance of Laos
225 or 2F =9an o8

i, The political situation in Laos has bezn stzadily
det eviorating for several months, In view of the continuing
isolation of the neuiralist forces by the Pathet L.ao, hoatilities
Tnay soon be resumed, and special urgency, therefore, attaches
to the acquigition of reliable intelligence relating to the buildup
of Communist capabilities in the area.

Z. Varions reports indicate not only the prenence of
Chinese Communist forces in Northwestern Laos along the Sino-
120 border area but also exiensive road construction into Phong
Saly and Nam Tha Provincet continuing west toward the Thai border,

3. Apare from thae Chinese Communist activity in the
rorthwest, reconnaissance is neCessary o provide inteliigence on
North Vieinamese activitiea in Laos, This will require coverage
of targets in the Plaine des Jarres and the Tchupone area, The '
latter is particularly important as a support base for Coramurist
operations in lower L»os and into South Vietnam.

4. reconnaissance missions
over Laos terminated 1ast sammer, it is urged, therefore, that
in order to collect sorne of the information so urgently needed on
oth Chinese Commmist and Novth Vietnamese activities U-2
reverage be authorized. in this respect, the present COMOR list
»f objectives inciudes the areas cf comcern.
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